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Denise Yamada Axelson 
Outstanding }l tlilete 

Denise Yamada Axelson's proudest moments in 
her athletic career span her success as a two-sport 
standout at both Dos Pueblos High School and Duke 
University. She cites notching a 5'-lOW' high jump in 
1983 as one of her athletic pinnacles. That mark gar-
nered her a first place CIF Southern Section finish , a 
meet and a Dos Pueblos school record and the 9th top 
performance in the nation . 

A first-team, All-ACC selection from Duke in vol-
leyball in 1986 capped Axelson's collegiate career in 
which she saw three consecutive ACC Tournament 
Championships and three straight appearances in the 
NCAA Women's Volleyball Tournament in the middle 
hitter and off-setter position. With a full , 4-year ath-
letic scholarship at Duke, Axelson set three volleyball 
records: a match-record 31 kills against Purdue in 1986 
(culTently ranked 5th in the Duke record books), a sea-
son-record 67 service aces in 1984 (currently ranked 
3rd) and a career-record 140 service aces from 1983-
86 (currently 4th). 

On the track at Duke in 1985, Axelson placed 2nd 
in the ACC in the high jump and topped two school 
records with a 5' -8" high jump (culTently 2nd) and a 
15' -11" long jump (not currently ranked) . 
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Axelson's illustrious college career followed an 
impressive stint as a two-sport athlete at Dos Pueblos 
High. A varsity track standout, she participated in the 
high jump, long jump, triple jump and llO-meter low 
hurdles from 1981-83. She set school records with her 
CIF-winning high jump as well as a 36' -11 3f,t" triple 
jump in 1982 and a 14.57-second I OO-meter low hurdles 
in 1983. Axelrod also flourished as a varsity middle 
hitter for Chargers ' volleyball from 1981-82. 

Axelson's high school athletic awards are numer-
ous, with the Santa Barbara Athletic Round Table Ath-
lete of the Year for track in 1982 and 1983, along with 
Dos Pueblos Most Valuable Varsity Athlete both years. 

Academically, Axelson was a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and California Scholarship Fed-
eration through all four years of high school. She gradu-
ated Duke University in 1987 with a B.S. in biology 
and psychology and the Presidential Leadership Award. 

Currently a research coordinator with Beneficial 
Designs, Inc. in Minden. Nev., Axelson resides in 
Nevada with her husband Peter and their four-month-
old daughter, Ria Maye. Her high school track coach, 
Gordon McClenathen. will present Axelrod with 
tonight's award . 

Scholar Athlete 
of the Year 
Sponsored by the 
Human Performance Center 

Sportsperson 
of the Month 
Sponsored by 
Santa Barbara Bank & Trust 

he Santa Barbara Athletic Round Table Scholar Athlete of 
the Year Award was initiated in September 1986 after the Round 
Table's Board of Directors recognized the need to honor those students 
who are not only successful athletes, but who also maintain strong aca-
demic and extracurricular credentials. 

Qualifications for nomination include participation in varsity ath-
letics at the high school level and in designated athletic programs at the 
college level. Academic qualifications include outstanding grade point 
averages, usually greater than 3.5, in conjunction with other scholarly 
activities such as honor societies, scientific societies, extracurricular 
activities and outstanding aptitude test scores for high school. Students 
have been selected by principals, senior counselors , athletic directors 
and coaches at the various high schools and colleges in the Santa Bar-
bara area, in association with the Athletic Round Table. 

The Athletic Round Table feels that the significance of this award 
goes beyond recognizing individual students who have outstanding aca-
demic and athletic records. It also is a reminder to the community that it 
is possible for a student to participate in athletics and still maintain 
outstanding academic achievement. We are proud to present the 2003-2004 
Scholar Athlete of the Year Awards to: 

Nancy Ward 
Lucas Allen-Williams 
Cameron Maloney 
Michael Bowen 

Bishop High School 
Carpinteria High School 
Cate School 
Dos Pueblos High School 
Laguna Blanca School Sarah Brinker 

Morgan Suding 
Ann Kennedy 
Richard Smith 
Neil Jones 
Kristen Kleen 

San Marcos High School 
Santa Barbara High School 
Santa Barbara City Collegbe 
UCSB 
Westmont College 

riteria for selection of the person or organization honored in 
this category include the characteristics of good sportsmanship and 
demonstrated leadership abilities in the area of sports or athletics. The 
honoree must be a layperson to the activity, with service to others as a 
visible priority in his or her lifestyle or the structure of the organization. 
Awards will be made for accumulated demonstration of service and/or 
for specific projects. 

Pat Combs 
Jon Beeson 

Dave Crooks 
Lee Carter 
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