
GREGG WILSON 
UCSB Swimming 

Gregg Wilson, UCSB Swimming head coach, took a group of four women: Sara 
Nicponski, Anne Marie May, Erin Yamamoto and Katy Freeman to the NCAA Division 1 
Women's Swimming Championships in Columbus, Ohio, where they placed 25th overall. 
The Gauchos earned a total of36 team points there, and it was the first time that the team 
had scored any points at the meet since 1990. 

In addition, UCSB's men's and women's teams dominated the Big West 
Championships. The men's team won the meet with 856 points, while second-place UC 
Davis managed 674. It was the men's team's 26th title and third in the past five years. 
The women earned 926 points and won by an even larger margin to win their third 
consecutive conference title and 11 th overall. UCSB also beat USC this year for the first 
time since Wilson took over 33 years ago. The Gauchos produced five All-Americans 
and 12 Honorable Mention AU-Americans. 

In his 31 seasons at the helm of the UC Santa Barbara swimming program, Gregg 
Wilson has posted a dual meet record of3 00-221-1 (176-120 with the men and 124-100-1 
with the women). Even more impressive, his squads have collected 35 Big West Conference 
Championships, 24 men's titles and 11 women's team titles. The Gaucho men won 23 
consecutive titles from 1979-2001, with Wilson leading the way in all but one year (Bernie 
Stenson coached the team in 1984). 

During the 2006-07 season, Wilson led the Gaucho women to their 11 th Big West 
team title for which he earned his 10th conference Women's Coach of the Year award. 
He has earned Big West Men's Coach of the Year honors on 13 occasions bringing his 
total to 23 such awards. 

Not just a dominating program at the conference level, Wilson's teams have also 
excelled at the national level. His men's teams have been ranked as high as 16th nationally 
and several ofhis swimmers over the years have advanced to the NCAA Championships. 
In fact, the men's team has turned in 39 All-American performances under Wilson. Among 
the All-Americans he has coached are Olympic gold medalists Richard Schroeder, Jason 
Lezak (the current American record holder in the 100 meter freestyle), 50-meter freestyle 
world record holder Bruce Stahl (the first person to ever hold this world record) and 
distance ace Carl Larsen. 

CLIFF PURCELL 
Coach 

Fifty years ago, as a student teacher in 1958, Cliff Purcell began his coaching career as a varsity football 
assistant at Carpinteria High School. He was hired as a full-time teacher and coach the following year and embarked 
on a career that would span parts of the next four decades. 

Coach Purcell left Carpinteria to attend graduate school at USC, where he earned a master's degree in 
counseling and guidance. In 1976, Purcell returned to coaching the varsity boys' and girls' cross country and track 
teams at San Marcos. His girls team won the Channel League championship two years in a row. Each team he 
coached, beginning in 1959, in football, basketball and track at both Carpinteria and San Marcos High Schools 
enjoyed winning records. 

In the Spring of 1991, Purcell took over a struggling San Marcos boys' golf team which posted a 0-18 record 
the year before. Within three years, the San Marcos golf program began a string of victories which resulted in six 
consecutive Channel League championships and a 75-1 League record. San Marcos also won a number of prestigious 
tournaments throughout California, setting the scoring record for the Joe Berry Jr. Masters in Northern California. 
The Royals won the CIF championship in 1997 and were runners up that year in the SCGA State Championship. In 
1999 San Marcos, under Purcell's direction, won the CIF and the State Championships. During this period the Royals 
had a won-loss record of 233-36 - close to 85 percent - which included post season playoffs and tournaments. 

Purcell was selected as Channel League Coach ofthe Year twice, and in 1999 was chosen by The California 
Coaches Association as The California State High School Golf Coach of the Year. 

When asked about his proudest achievement, Purcell reflects that "Winning league championships and CIF 
and State championships and seeing many of our athletes go on to Division 1 schools are sources of great pride. 
However, I am most proud of seeing the hundreds of young men and women with whom I have had contact go on 
to become successful and productive citizens of our community." 

Since his retirement, Purcell has stayed active as a member of the UCSB golf committee and has been an 
official at CIF post-season championships. In 2005 he and his wife Jan and daughter Jean ran the Larry Crandell Golf 
Classic, which honored Crandell for his many years of service to the local sporting conununity and was a benefit 
for the Santa Barbara High Boys and Girls basketball team on which his granddaughter, Jackie Hingsen played. He 
has also had the pleasure of working with his grandson, Scott Bradford who is a varsity golfer at San Marcos. 

Cliff has stated that of all recognition that his teams and he may have received, he is most proud of his 
induction into the SBART Hall of Fame. 
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