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The USA reveres winners, but we seem to reserve our 
greatest admiration for those who wear the title of 
Gold Medal winner and Olympic Champion. When 
you add adversity, determination and character to 
those terms, and put them in a swimming pool, you 
will have defined the ultimate Olympian, Jeff Farrell. 
As the world's fastest swimmer in 1960, he under-
went an appendectomy six days prior to the Olympic 
Trials. That didn't stop a 22-year old bent on swim-
ming for his country in Rome, Italy. Tightly bandaged, 
he qualified for two relays. He anchored both to 
Olympic gold medals and world records. He wears 
those proudly, but it is not gold medals for which 
Farrell is being inducted into the SBART Hall of Fame. 

He is a member of the elite International Swimming 
Hall of Fame; has been included in the Top Ten 
Masters swimmers; holds three age-group world 
records and many national records; and in the past 
seven years has won 51 national events. 
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Perhaps the most impressive feat was his 23.28 seconds 
in the 60-64 age-group 50 meter freestyle. That is an 
incredible sprint, but even more incredible is the fact 
that it is only .68 of a second slower than his world 
class 22.50 of 40 years ago. Or is it the fact that in 
1999, at 62, Farrell won seven national events and in 
1998 set three world records in the 50, 100, and 200 
meter freestyle. 

Masters are proud of their age. Jeff Farrell swims in 
the 60-64 year old age group, and if there was dust in 
a pool, Farrell's opponents would be left in it. Maybe 
he just leaves them in bubbles as he zips by. 

Quoting a 1998 column by Joe Coplan in the New York 
Times could save us time. (: .. this gold medalist from the 
1960 Rome Olympics might win the over-50 vote for the 
Athlete of the Century. " If that isn't enough, Farrell has 
been president of Semana Nautica, was named one of 
((America's Most Referred Realtors" and was a recipient 
of the R.F. McFarland Award as a community leader. 

Welcome This is the Thirty-Third Annual Hall of Fame Banquet sponsored by the 
Santa Barbara Athletic Round Table. We are delighted to welcome each 
one of you. Your presence this evening is evidence that you share our 
commitment and dedication to the Round Table goal: The advancement 
and betterment of all sports and athletics in the greater Santa Barbara area. 

Tonight the whole community joins in honoring student-athletes, com-
munity leaders, coaches and volunteers whose contributions deserve 
public recognition. Thanks to the foresight of founders Jerry Harwin and 
Caesar Uyesaka, we have designed this event to salute the positive 
accomplishments of some of Santa Barbara's best. 

We greatly appreciate the wonderful support of all those who have 
unselfishly contributed their time and talents to this important endeavor: 
assisting young athletes become the best they can be. 

Special Recognition 
David Edelman, Director of Public Affairs for Cox Cable, deserves a 
standing ovation from this community and SBART David's continuing 
support of and commitment to the accomplishments of local students and 
athletes insures that their ejJorts receive proper recognition. We can only 
imagine the thrill young people experience when viewing their moment of 
honor on local television. Without the help of David and his staff, we could 
not provide this level of acknowledgment. 

Gerry Fall, Sports Director of KEYT- TV Channel 3, has earned our 
gratitude for all he does to honor athletes. His extra efforts in producing videos 
of the highlights of each year's sports events demonstrate his commitment to the 
young athlete. We are fortunate to have such an enthusiastic sports reporter 
keeping score. 

Randy Lee, Sports Director of KEYT Radio, does a remarkable job of 
recognizing our area's student-athletes and teams on his radio sports reports. 
Randy also provides the introductions this eveningfor each of our high school 
and college athletes of the year. 

Mike Moropoulos, writer of the of the News-Press column Outdoors, a former 
member of the Board of Directors of SBART, a former SBHS teacher and 
Athletic Director, and the former Dons Head Football Coach is a man who has 
devoted his life to students and athletes. Mike has earned the special gratitude 
ofSBART for his support of our goals, for his years ofpersonal commitment to 
our youth and sharing of his talents. He has been the one we can count on each 
year to pen the biographies for our Hall of Fame program. 

Joe Howell, President 
Santa Barbara Athletic Round Table 


