
NEILL WR GHT 
Special Achievement 

Neill Wright served 30 years (1969-99) as a high school and college official in 
basketball, baseball and volleyball. He umpired three CIF Final baseball games - two in 
Dodger Stadium and one at Anaheim. 

Known for his calm under pressure, a certain game presence and a complete knowl-
edge ofthe rules, Wright was highly respected by his peers and coaches. He did his job in 
a quiet manner, realizing that the games were only about the players. Wright also dedicated 
12 years as the baseball instructional chairman for the Channel League. 

A 1953 graduate of Santa Barbara High School, Wright played football, basketball 
and baseball. He was the starting quarterback in his senior year and the starting catcher as 
ajunior and senior. As a senior he was selected to the All-CIF AU-Star team as the catcher 
and played for the Southern Section Championship. Attending SBCC, he was the starting 
catcher and played varsity basketball from 1953-54. He was UCSB's starting catcher in 
1956. Wright spent his summers playing catcher for the Missions from 1953-58. 

From 1992-98, Wright served on the Board ofDirectors of the Endowment for Youth 
- an organization of community leaders dedicated to helping black youth. 

Wright notes his proudest achievements as 30 years of officiating and 35 years of 
teaching. His proudest moments are when ex-students greet him and tell him what a 
positive role model he was for them. 

TOM CRAWFORD 
Bishop Diego High School 

In his eighth year at the helm of the Bishop Diego football team, Tom Crawford 
led the 2007 Cardinals to an 11-3 record while reaching the CIF Finals for the second 
time in school history. This appearance came on the heels of the 2006 squad's League 
Co-Championship and its appearance in the CIF Semi-Finals, an appearance that was the 
third semi-finals in school history. 

Crawford began his football coaching career in 1994 at Bimlingham High School in 
Los Angeles as an assistant coach, enjoying the experience of a squad which made it to 
the City 3A Championship game. In 1995, he assumed the role of defensive coordinator 
and remained with the program through the 1998 season before accepting the position of 
Athletic Director at Bishop Diego. 

In 1999, Crawford served as an assistant coach at Bishop in addition to his AD and 
teaching duties. Since assuming the head coach position in 2000, Crawford's squads have 
qualified for CIF playoffs in seven of his eight years. 

Crawford and his staffhave been recognized by fellow coaches twice, receiving Tri-
Valley League Staff/Coach of the Year honors in 2001 and 2005. Four ofhis players have 
been recognized as Santa Barbara County Players of the Year in football and this year's 
squad included three league co-MVPs and six Mid-Valley Division All-CIF players. 

Of perhaps greater importance in Crawford's mind, during his eight years only one 
varsity player has been declared academically ineligible during the football season. Coach 
Crawford credits his program's success to his dedicated staff ofvarsity and junior varsity 
assistants, the talent, heart and commitment ofhis players, and a supportive administration, 
as well as a spirited school community and understanding family. He shares this honor 
with each of them. 
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